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It is Olympics season. |
hope some of you managed to
get some awesome live or HD
badminton
actions on
TV. I was up
every eve-

1’
w ning watch-

BRying 2002 ing badmin-

OQ@ ton matches

Col

umn: N

via NBC online streaming. At
the same time | was chatting
with badminton fans online
from all over the world. We
followed and analyzed the
matches together, cheering for
our favorite players and
teams.

Sometimes | find it appalling

On e

bad-
minton fans have no idea
about how to behave properly.
Friction that exists between
badminton fans of different
players or teams is under-
standable. But many of the
exchanges between fans are
best not to be published. Can't
we just all get along?
To me, badminton is special. |

Wo r | g,
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selves apart from the hooli-
gans and rude fans of other
popular sports by being good.
polite fans. As the slogan of

the Olympics goes, "One

world, one Dream."

Kwun Han: Founder

of the popular bad-
minton website:

BadmintonCen-

‘ ‘ tral.com

@Gl MEMBER OF THE MONTH
ROBERT GRAHAM

| am a hospital inspector and |
live with my wife and daughter.
When | was growing up in the
USA, badminton was considered
as a fAgirlso
lieve?) and | only played maybe
3 times as a youngster. (What a

pity!!)

My wife and daughter are very
good badminton players; my
wife introduced me to the game
during my first visit to China,
and | was hooked right away!
After | returned to the USA, the
first thing | did was to get online
and search for a badminton club
to play at. | was living in Red-
wood City at that time and
GGBC was very close to my
house; thatos
dearest GG. | have been very
spoiled by the superb facilities
at GGBC. Other

sport

how

played at do not have this type
of flooring. | am 55 years old
and | play 6 days a week, 2.5
hours to 3 hours a day! How
fortunate that | have a very un-
derstanding

g Can you be-
| love badminton so much be-

cause it is an excellent sport

that helps one stay in prime
physical condition, and it is

great for older people to train
their eye -hand coordination and
whole -body balance. | have
played many sports, and bad-
minton is the most enjoyable. It
is a very elegant sport that util-
izes strength and mental alert-
ness. | remember when | first
started to play, | thought this
game would be very easy to

|l earn, and |
much was thgrg for mg to learn
until | started formal training

with coaches. This sport is much

p | aMore thanjust hitfing fhe hjrie

over the net! There are many

wi f e,
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subtle details that | need to at-
tend to if | want to master the
techniques and become a good
player. It is important to build a
good foundation by learning the
bhsis fiora &good, experienced
coach, and it is desirable to play
with as many different players
as possible to gain experiences.

| have been a GG member for 2
years, and from the first time |
came to GGBC, |
have been treated
very well. | made
many new friends
here and everyone
is very friendly and
helpful. What | like
the best about GG is
its superb facilities

tention to the finer
details in its design.
The pressure -
absorbing flooring,
the dark color of the

walls that help the players see
the birdie very clearly from
every angle, the high ceilings,
etc., just to mention a few. In
the club, I also got the chance
to take lessons with some of the
finest coaches in the country.
They have helped me improve
my games tremendously, and
this is my best badminton ex-
perience! Ok! | got to go now.
time to play | a

It és

Robert at G1, Menlo Park!

G2 MEMBER OF THE MONTH
STEFAN SCHULZE

Stefan was born and raised in
Germany and came to the Bay
Area 5 years ago to work in the
video game industry. Currently
he works at Pixar, which is just 2
blocks away from GGBC 2 Oak-
land, Emeryville. Below is Stefan
telling his own badminton story.

Stefan at G2 Oakland, Emeryville

| (unfortunately) started playing
badminton quite late, at 17
years old back in 1986. | first
started playing table tennis
when | was 7. But | got bored
after | played for 10 years, so |
went out looking for something
new when 17. One day | saw
that our school offered badmin-
ton classes, so | tried it out and
was hooked right away. My
teacher saw my fascination for
the game and my potential, and
suggested me to join a club.
Luckily we had a strong local
club where some junior German
champions played; | went to the
club and even until today | still

Y remember the moment as |

opened the door for the first
time! | saw two young players
smashing and running as | had
never seen before. It was a de-

After | came to the Bay Area, |
was so glad | found the Berke-

for

fining moment
the | evel I want
myself.

ley badminton team and | got to
know Mike too because he was
the teamds
AOh! Some
Area actually know how to play
badminton! o |
Mike and | jointly coached the
team for a short period of time
and then Mike started focusing
on realizing his GGBC dream. He
is probably one of the few peo-
ple I know that are more ob-
sessed with badminton than my-
selfl

| currently play at GGBC 2 in
Emeryville about 3 times a
week, mainly during lunch time.
| can only speak about G2 and
all I can say is, this is a great
place! It has great people, great
courts, and great atmosphere
too! When Mike told me he was
geirg.to opet the secorid §GBC

t imEmergvilles Ircoulsl not believel d

it at first! It is like a dream come
true for me because | work at

Pixar and the club is only 2
blocks away from my company!

coach
peopl e

t h o ul gmade manynewfyiesds bnf GG

Think about it, 2 blocks

walking and | can play!
bladbcvke tbhreonu.ght s
i nmy ca - lvarkerB faoyn

Pixar to GGBC too, and

courts. | also finally got my wife

to stop snickering and start

coming to GGBC to try out some
badminton. She 1
think 1 would need to wait for

too long before my one year old
daughter would be ready to get
some drills from daddy!

As for what a role badminton
has played in my life, this is my
understanding: Back in Germany
the badminton community was
like a big family. My club was
basically my second home, and
badminton had become one of
my core values. After moving to
the U.S., | basically threw my
old life over board, and badmin-
ton stayed as one of a few con-
stants in my life. For me, itis
not only a sport | play; itis a
part of who | am.



http://BadmintonCentral.com
http://BadmintonCentral.com
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@GGBC TIGERS ELITE TEAM TRAINING LAUNCHED! (Contod fr ofmisigaaqmeinal

spectsof my life and |

These goals may be simple led by a coach to be a valuable step achieved and learned during the am very excited that | will be able to
physical goals, like increasing verti- in my own development and | am course of my development. The help lead Elite Team members
cal leap, or may be competitive proud and excited that I will be able road of a developing athlete is long through this part of their personal
goals, such as winning a junior na- to share my experiences with a new and hard, punctuated with great and athletic development. Train
tional title.  Chandra and | will travel generation of players. The success successes and disappointing failures; hard GGBC!

with team members to tournaments of this program would be a source of however, it is ultimately a rewarding

in order to give them the kind of great pride for me because | feel path that shows its prize not in tro- Sincerely
support that they will require to indebted to the sport for all it has phies won, but in lessons learned Ted Shea{r
advance. | know that | have found given me in such a way that | would and personal growth. The skills that (GGBC Coach)
training and traveling with a team like to pay forward all that | have | have learned through training and

@GG PRO SHOP FEATURED PRODUCTS OF THE MONTH

Membership / Guest Passes

Join GGBC Annual membership & you will receive : REGULAR FULL ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP*

1 HR Coaching or 1 Ten Time Guest Pass* Offer Expires September 30, 08
1GGBCT -shirt (Must present this coupon)

2 Guest Passes per month *No combination with other Promotions.

OFE DROP IN EEE* i OFF 10 x GUEST PASS

Offer Expires September 30, 08 Offer Expires September 30, 08

(Must present this coupon) (Must present this coupon)

*Not applicable during lunch time special. *Not applicable to daytime pass. Regular pass only.

’

| 5 HR Private Lessons* caa 0 10 HR Private Lessons *

, Offer Expires September 30, 08 Offer Expires September 30, 08
1

1

(Must present this coupon) (Must present this coupon)

\

* Buy 5 hours private lesson get %2 hour free * Buy 10 hours private lesson get 1 hou r free
** No combination with other Promotions.

Certain promotions are not applicable for Coach Lili Zhou, please check with the front desk for more information.

@ Services / Specials
BIRTHDAY SPECIALS

4 B.S  An additional 5% off on All Pro Shop
Products & Lessons. Only applicable to
purchases made on the actual date of
member's own birthday.

1
| 10 % ALL ltems * !
:\ OFF Offer Expires September 30, 08 X

(Must present this coupon) 7

Offer Expires September 30,
(Must present this coupon)

* No Combination with other Promotions.



