


It is Olympics season. I 

hope some of you managed to 

get some awesome live or HD 

badminton 

actions on 

TV. I was up 

every eve-

ning watch-

ing badmin-

ton matches 

via NBC online streaming. At 

the same time I was chatting 

with badminton fans online 

from all over the world. We 

followed and analyzed the 

matches together, cheering for 

our favorite players and 

teams.  

Sometimes I find it appalling 

how 

bad-

minton fans have no idea 

about how to behave properly. 

Friction that exists between 

badminton fans of different 

players or teams is under-

standable. But many of the 

exchanges between fans are 

best not to be published. Can't 

we just all get along?                                         

To me, badminton is special. I 

believe we should set our-

selves apart from the hooli-

gans and rude fans of other 

popular sports by being good.  

polite fans. As the slogan of 

the Olympics goes, "One 

world, one Dream."  

 

 

 

 

STEFAN SCHULZE  
                                                                                 

                                           

Stefan was born and raised in 

Germany and came to the Bay 

Area 5 years ago to work in the 

video game industry. Currently 

he works at Pixar, which is just 2 

blocks away from GGBC 2 Oak-

land, Emeryville. Below is Stefan 

telling his own badminton story.  

I (unfortunately) started playing 

badminton quite late, at 17 

years old back in 1986. I first 

started playing table tennis 

when I was 7. But I got bored 

after I played for 10 years, so I 

went out looking for something 

new when 17. One day I saw 

that our school offered badmin-

ton classes, so I tried it out and 

was hooked right away. My 

teacher saw my fascination for 

the game and my potential, and 

suggested me to join a club. 

Luckily we had a strong local 

club where some junior German 

champions played; I went to the 

club and even until today I still 

remember the moment as I 

opened the door for the first 

time! I saw two young players 

smashing and running as I had 

never seen before. It was a de-

fining moment for me. ñThis is 

the level I want to reach.ò I told 

myself.  

After I came to the Bay Area, I 

was so glad I found the Berke-

ley badminton team and I got to 

know Mike too because he was 

the teamôs coach back then. 

ñOh! Some people in the Bay 

Area actually know how to play 

badminton!ò I thought to myself. 

Mike and I jointly coached the 

team for a short period of time 

and then Mike started focusing 

on realizing his GGBC dream. He 

is probably one of the few peo-

ple I know that are more ob-

sessed with badminton than my-

self!  

I currently play at GGBC 2 in 

Emeryville about 3 times a 

week, mainly during lunch time. 

I can only speak about G2 and 

all I can say is, this is a great 

place! It has great people, great 

courts, and great atmosphere 

too! When Mike told me he was 

going to open the second GGBC 

in Emeryville, I could not believe 

it at first! It is like a dream come 

true for me because I work at 

Pixar and the club is only 2 

blocks away from my company! 

Think about it, 2 blocks 

walking and I can play! 

Iôve brought some of 

my co -workers from 

Pixar to GGBC too, and 

I made many new friends on GG 

courts. I also finally got my wife 

to stop snickering and start 

coming to GGBC to try out some 

badminton. She liked it! I donôt 

think I would need to wait for 

too long before my one year old 

daughter would be ready to get 

some drills from daddy!  

As for what a role badminton 

has played in my life, this is my 

understanding: Back in Germany 

the badminton community was 

like a big family. My club was 

basically my second home, and 

badminton had become one of 

my core values. After moving to 

the U.S., I basically threw my 

old life over board, and badmin-

ton stayed as one of a few con-

stants in my life. For me, it is 

not only a sport I play; it is a 

part of who I am.  
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ROBERT GRAHAM                                                          

I am a hospital inspector and I 

live with my wife and daughter. 

When I was growing up in the 

USA, badminton was considered 

as a ñgirlsò sport, (Can you be-

lieve?) and I only played maybe 

3 times as a youngster. (What a 

pity!!)  

My wife and daughter are very 

good badminton players; my 

wife introduced me to the game 

during my first visit to China, 

and I was hooked right away! 

After I returned to the USA, the 

first thing I did was to get online 

and search for a badminton club 

to play at. I was living in Red-

wood City at that time and 

GGBC was very close to my 

house; thatôs how I found my 

dearest GG. I have been very 

spoiled by the superb facilities 

at GGBC. Other places that Iôve 

played at do not have this type 

of flooring. I am 55 years old 

and I play 6 days a week, 2.5 

hours to 3 hours a day! How 

fortunate that I have a very un-

derstanding wife, ha haé  

I love badminton so much be-

cause it is an excellent sport 

that helps one stay in prime 

physical condition, and it is 

great for older people to train 

their eye -hand coordination and 

whole -body balance. I have 

played many sports, and bad-

minton is the most enjoyable. It 

is a very elegant sport that util-

izes strength and mental alert-

ness. I remember when I first 

started to play, I thought this 

game would be very easy to 

learn, and I didnôt realize how 

much was there for me to learn 

until I started formal training 

with coaches. This sport is much 

more than just hitting the birdie 

over the net! There are many 

subtle details that I need to at-

tend to if I want to master the 

techniques and become a good 

player. It is important to build a 

good foundation by learning the 

basics from a good, experienced 

coach, and it is desirable to play 

with as many different players 

as possible to gain experiences.  

I have been a GG member for 2 

years, and from the first time I 

came to GGBC, I 

have been treated 

very well. I made 

many new friends 

here and everyone 

is very friendly and 

helpful. What I like 

the best about GG is 

its superb facilities 

and the clubôs at-

tention to the finer 

details in its design. 

The pressure -

absorbing flooring, 

the dark color of the 

walls that help the players see 

the birdie very clearly from 

every angle, the high ceilings, 

etc., just to mention a few. In 

the club, I also got the chance 

to take lessons with some of the 

finest coaches in the country. 

They have helped me improve 

my games tremendously, and 

this is my best badminton ex-

perience!  Ok! I got to go now. 

Itôs time to play again!  

Robert at G1,  Menlo Park!  
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