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Dan takes a dive, but takes Mixed Doubles Runner Up!  

April 4th, 5th, 6th, 2008 -  just another three days at GGBC, right? Wrong! For those 
three days GGBC became ground zero for US badminton enthusiasts as the best play-

ers in the country descended on Menlo Park to compete in USA 
Badminton's Adult National Championships, the first time in 
over twenty years that the event had been held in the Bay 
Area. And what a three days it was as one year's worth of 
planning came to fruition and resulted in the largest Adult Na-
tionals field in many years with a total of eighty -nine competi-
tors from as far away as Massachusetts, Wisconsin and Texas. 
Over the course of the weekend there was plenty of excitement 
and drama, a few surprises and one unexpected moment of an 
outpouring of emotion.  

Play began on Friday morning with the Men's Singles competi-
tion featuring a staggering forty eight players.  The early rounds 
went according to form, notable for three - time champion Raju Rai 
having to break sweat to see off ex -Cuban number one Ilian Perez 21 -19, 21 -10, and 
for the good run had by GGBC stalwart Chris Hales in overcoming first youngster How-
ard Shu, an Under 19 USA National Team member, 21 -14, 21 -16, then the always awk-
ward Matt Johnson, 23 -25, 21 -16, 21 -13, before 
succumbing to second seed Nicholas Jinadasa 12 -21, 

21 -14, 21 -10 in the Quarter Finals. In the semi's, 
Howard Bach, no mean singles player despite his 
fame as a doubles World Champion, proved too 

much, as expected, for Jinadasa prevailing 21 -13, 21 -16 and booking his 
place in the final. The other semi - final was a much closer affair between Rai 
and his OCBC compatriot Bob Malaythong, and was undoubtedly one of the 
matches of the tournament. Rai took the first game comfortably 21 -12 but 
Malaythong is nothing if not resilient and with his trademark dives to the 
floor to retrieve seemingly impossible shuttles he clawed his way back into 

the match eventually taking the second game 21 -19.   

 

Howard off the ground!  

Rajuôs gonna get it.. 

Chandra Hi Jump!  
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