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ñI love math because I am good 
at it. I am nice and kind at school, 
and Iôm usually playing badmin-
ton! Badminton is my only 
hobby!ò  

This is Timothy, 13 years old, who 
is our first junior player being 

selected as 
GG mem-
ber of the 
month. He 
drew our 
attention 
because 
we saw 
him at 
GGBC 
nearly eve-
ryday; he 
is training 

at GGBC 
Elite Train-
ing Team 
now, and 

always comes to play with his 
parents. We decided to interview 
him because we were curious 
what motivated this 13 -year -old 
boy to train and play with such 
perseverance and discipline. After 
the interview, I think I find the 
answer.  

Timothy started playing badmin-
ton at 8 and fell in love with the 
sport right away. Both his parents 
are badminton lovers, and his dad 
was his first teacher. He started 
training at the age of 12 and 
loved the training at GGBC. In his 
own words, ñFrom the training I 
could learn everything that my 
dad couldnôt teach me! Iôve im-
proved the most on footwork and 
at the net! Now I hit the net at 
the top more so it would go over 
at least!ò Timothy comes to play 
at GGBC 2 -5 days a week, and 

GGBC is Timothyôs favorite club 
because, ñI like GGBC better than 
other clubs because the courts 
and lighting are much better than 

other places; the floor is great 
too! Itôs not slippery.ò He finds 
playing badminton consistently 
makes him much faster physically, 
and he hasnôt figured out how 
badminton has benefited him 
mentally, though many research 
do show that kids engaging in 
regular athletic activities always 
become smarter, react faster, and 
can concentrate on whatever they 
are doing better.  

Timothy had been playing in vari-
ous tournaments since the age of 
9, and had just won the Singles 
Consolation in the Smashing Jun-
iors Tournament, U15. I said 
ñCongratulations!ò and he sent me 
a big smiley faceéI can tell he is 
really happy about it!  

ñI have a big question now!ò I told 
him, ñHow do you think you can 
inspire other kids at your age?ò ñI 

can show them I am better be-
cause I train hard. So they can 
train harder too and they would 

improve.ò Timothy said his career 
goal is to become a professional 
badminton player, win in prestig-
ious tournaments and earn money 
out of it for his family.  

During the interview Timothy 
gave quick, short, witty answers, 
and from there we can actually 
see the wisdom behind it. We 
started out trying to find what 
motivated him to train with such 
perseverance and discipline; the 
answer we found was pretty sim-
ple. He loves badminton, so he 
wants to work hard on it and be-
comes the best. He has a passion 
and he goes for it. Thereôs no hard 
reasoning behind it, and I call this 
the power of concentration. Even 
now I can visualize the day when 
Timothy becomes the star in USA 
Badminton. With this kind of pas-
sion and determination, thereôs 

nothing that he cannot achieve. 
Maybe this is something we grown
-ups can learn from this 13 -year -
old too.  

G1 MEMBER OF THE MONTH  

Timothy Yue  

 Kwunôs Column: How to Take Good Badminton Photos Part 1   

Founder of 

the popular 

badminton 

website: 
Badminton-

Central.com  

Let's take a break from fake 

rackets this month and talk 

about badminton photos. I have 

been taking badminton action 

photos for years and over the 

years many people have asked 

me what camera to purchase 

and how to take good photos.                              

Badminton action is one of the 

toughest to take photos of be-

cause it is very fast and the 

lighting condition is often quite 

bad. That means you need to 

ditch that point and shoot cam-

era. At a minimum, you need to 

buy a DSLR. Expect to spend 

more than $1000 to start with 

and the price escalates as your 

requirement and expertise go 

up. A minimum current model I 

would recommend is a Canon 

XTi or Nikon D80 body. As for 

lenses, don't use the zoom lens 

that comes with the body; most 

zoom lenses do not let in 

enough light for badminton 

gyms. You need lenses that go 

down to f/2.8 or even f/2 for 

badminton photos. f/2.8 zooms 

are available but tend to be 

rather expensive. I personally 

prefer fixed focus lens like a 

50mm f/1.4 or f/1.8 which is 

less flexible but lets in more 

light. Another good lens is the 

85mm f/1.8 which has more 

reach. Never use flash for bad-

minton photos. It is distracting 

for the players and at the same 

time gives very flat uneven 

lighting.  

Next month, we will talk about 

how to use your new camera to 

take good badminton photos.  

 

 

 

 

Tony Tam  

ñI hope I can play until Iôm 80!ò 

G2 MEMBER OF THE MONTH                

 

 

 

 

 

Still remember that tournament 

between two IT giants Google and 

Yahoo! held at G1 back in December 

2007? This month our featured 

member from G2 is the behind - the -

scene hero of that tournament on 

Yahoo! part ï Tony Tam! Tony is 

currently working as a software 

architect at Yahoo!. Besides that, 

heôs also a coffee fanatic who 

dreams one day to open his own 

coffee and crepe shop, a happy sin-

gle dad of 7 years old Cate, who 

looks like a little angel, a Paris lover 

who travels there every year, and of 

course, a badminton enthusiast!  

Tony started playing badminton at 

high school; at college heôs a mem-

ber of Berkeleyôs badminton club 

and competed with other schools. 

ñGoing to play badminton was what 

made my computer science classes 

tolerable.ò said Tony. They didnôt 

have a coach back then, but Tony 

setup a net at home so he could 

practice serving hundred of birdies a 

day; he also worked hard on basic 

strokes and footwork, all on his own. 

Well, this is what we do when we 

really love something ï we make it 

happen regardless of the conditions.  

Tony first heard about GGBC in 

2006. Finally finding a consistent 

place to play, he picked up his rac-

quet again after 13 years since he 

last played badminton. What does 

Tony like about GGBC? In Tonyôs 

own words, ñFirst, I love the floors 

and lighting at GGBC. Itôs unmatch-

able anywhere in the Bay Area. Then 

itôs the members and staff here! 

They are all very friendly. I think the 

staff of the club attracts likeminded 

people! Also people in GGBC are all 

very courteous to each other; this is 

very important to keep players com-

ing back often! A badminton gym 

should be inviting to players of all 

skill levels. It should create a sense 

of community and become a place 

badminton lovers will naturally want 

to be whenever they have some free 

time. GGBC is all above! I love 

GGBC also because itôs close to pub-

lic transportation. I always take 

public transportation to G1 or G2 

and then ride my bike! It gives peo-

ple options if they donôt want to 

drive.ò                                      

Tony comes to GGBC three times a 

week, and always brings Cate with 

him on Sundays. ñBadminton has 

played a huge role in my life.ò 

Tony said, ñI actually met my first 

lover while playing badminton in 

college. My best friend in college 

was my badminton partner too! 

Badminton gives me a venue to 

connect to like -minded people all 

over the world. Whenever I travel 

to another country, I would look 

up local badminton clubs and find 

players to play ahead of the trip. For 

example, I played badminton in 

Bangalore when I was on my busi-

ness trip. I played barefooted there 

and when others saw how hard I 

played, they asked to be my part-

ner! It was an unforgettable experi-

ence.ò                                          

ñI hope I can play until Iôm 80 years 

old! Those more experienced players 

inspire me.ò said Tony, ñFrom my 

mouth you will always hear Badmin-

ton, Paris, coffee, food, Yahoo! and 

my daughter. These are the things I 

love the most in my life.ò  

Tony & daughter Cate, 7, at G2 Oak-

land, Emeryville.  He hopes his love 

for Badminton will rub off on her!  

http://BadmintonCentral.com
http://BadmintonCentral.com
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FREE  *  1 HR Coaching or 1 Ten Time Guest Pass*                                                         

1 GGBC T - shirt                                                          

2 Guest Passes per month  

Offer Expires July 31, 08ô 10  
 OFF 10 x GUEST PASS *  
Offer Expires July 31, 08ô 

Join GGBC Annual membership & you will receive :  

GGBC 1, Menlo Park  
190 Constitution Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025  
Tel : 650 838 9318  

 

GGBC 2, Oakland Emeryville  
4230 Hubbard Street, Emeryville, CA 94608  
Tel : 510 655 8989  

GGBC 1, Menlo Park  
190 Constitution Drive, Menlo Park, CA 94025  
Tel : 650 838 9318  

is pleased to extend Club Guest Privileges to  

Membership / Guest Passes  

Name ____________________________________________  

Address __________________________________________  Address __________________________________________  

Telephone________________________________________  

Email____________________________________________  

Telephone________________________________________  

is pleased to extend Club Guest Privile ges to  

(Must present this coupon)  

%  

OFF  

Name ____________________________________________  

Offer Expires July 31, 08ô 

REGULAR FULL ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP*  

 * Intend to be used by first - time visitor per card per guest per 
month / Guest Must be accompanied by a GGBC Member / Valid for 
one use at each club                                                               

GGBC 2, Oakland Emeryville  
4230 Hubbard Street, Emeryville, CA 94608  

Tel : 510 655 8989  

 * Intend to be used by first - time visitor per card per guest per 
month / Guest Must be accompanied by a GGBC Member / Valid for 
one use at each club                                                               

* Expires July 31, 08ô 

* For Regular Membership only                                                                                                                                                                       

Email____________________________________________  

* Expires July 31, 08ô 

*No combination with other Promotions.  

*Not applicable to daytime pass. Regular pass only.         *Not applicable during lunch time special.  

 (Must present this coupon)  (Must present this coupon)  

$1  OFF DROP IN FEE*  

With compliments of ________________ Member #________  

$5  

With compliments of ________________ Member #________  

ALL Items *  
10  Offer Expires July 31, 08ô 

%   

OFF  (Must present this coupon)  

* Not for birdies / food / beverages                                                            

Pro Shop  

BIRTHDAY SPECIALS  

Services / Specials  

Come in on the day of your birthday, 

you will get an additional 10% off on All 

Pro Shop Products & Lessons.  

GG PRO SHOP PRODUCTS OF THE MONTH ð An Additional 15% Off!  

5  Offer Expires July 31, 08ô 

 

(Must present this coupon)  

Lessons   

%  

OFF  

%  

OFF  

10 HR Private Lessons *  

(Must present this coupon)  
Offer Expires July 31, 08ô 10  

5 HR Private Lessons*  

 
            * Buy 5 hours private lesson get ½ hour free                                 * Buy 10 hours private lesson get 1 hou r free  

  ** No combination with other Promotions.  
Certain promotions are not applicable for Coach Lili Zhou, please check with the front desk for more information.  


